
      History of Kinnoull Recreation Club compiled from old cash and minute books. 

 

Kinnoull Recreation Club was instituted in 1887 and consisted of three sections. While the three 

sections had their own committees all decisions were taken by the management committee of the 

Kinnoull Recreation Club, there was no autonomy given to the section committees. The tennis and 

curling sections shared the same area with tennis played in the summer months and curling in the 

winter when the tennis courts were flooded. Come the end of the following spring the curling pond 

was emptied by opening the sluice gate and the ground made ready for another tennis season. 

At the year-end in February 1889 the recreation club had: - 

45 full members at          21 shillings   value January 2023 £125 

96 tennis members at      10/6   value January 2023 £62 

1 curling member at         10/6   value January 2023 £62 

21 bowling members at    5 shillings  value January 2023 £31   

 

Above is a copy of the curling club annual dinner programme dated 24 February 1897 from which 

you can see the tennis pavilion and tennis courts/curling pond. The stairs down to the courts/pond 

are no longer in existence but in their place is a concrete ramp which takes you down to the playing 

surface. 

In 1897 a bowling pavilion was built, you can see this pavilion in the photograph in the club house of 

the 1916 flood, and a road and pavement were made adjoining the grounds. This was a costly 

exercise and in order to clear the debt incurred by the Recreation club the members of the 

recreation club raised the sum of £100 – 1 – 6d. This however was not sufficient to repay the 

borrowing so a Bazaar was held (see below) at Bridgend Hall on 14 and 15 April 1899 which raised 

£295- 12- 3d. Between the sum raised by members and the Bazaar the new bowls pavilion and road 

works were paid for and the club debt repaid. The cost of the bowls pavilion was £159- 4- 9d, most 



of which went to Wm McQuibban for joinery and slater work. The Builder was Wm Morrison and 

plumber Wm Frew & Son. The bowling pavilion was formally opened on 30 April 1898 by Mr 

MacLeish the City clerk. 

 

Letter received in June 1899 by the recreation club from Mr Callum the greenkeeper who looks after 

the grounds of all three sections seeking an increase in his wages from 20 shillings per week to 22 

shillings per week. He has not had an increase for 10 years. The increase is agreed. Unfortunately, 

Mr Callum Died in September 1902 and an advert was placed for a groundsman at a wage of 20 

shillings per week!! In March 1903 a new groundsman was appointed a Mr John Morris of 14 Bridge 

Lane whose whole time was to be given to the club for a wage of £1 per week. He was to have a 

holiday on midsummer Saturday and the following Monday each year. Mr Morris retired from his 

position in 1938 and the club members raised £39- 8- 0d which was used to present Mr & Mrs 

Morris with two armchairs and a wallet containing £23- 8- 0d. 

In May 1914 the sons of Sir Robert Pullar, one of the recreation clubs founding members, presented 

to the bowling club the R D & A E Pullar rose bowl to be played for annually as the bowling club 

championship. This has been played every year since with the exception of 1915 when the 



competition was abandoned following a circular from the Scottish Bowling Association probably in 

view of the war. 

The flooding of the grounds in July 1916, see picture in the bowling club house, cost £6 to clear the 

soil that had been washed on to the bowling green. 

In May 1923 the Friday night hat night started following a proposal by a Mr McDonald with a prize of 

10 shillings for the winning rink. The first 10 shillings was put up by a Mr Fenton. 

In December 1928 discussions started about acquiring additional ground to expand the tennis courts 

and a new curling pond. This would mean that the existing tennis courts would no longer be flooded 

in the winter for curling. After some negotiation it appears the Mr A K Bell donated the area of land 

now known as the curly to Kinnoull Recreation Club on which was built 3 tennis courts and a three-

rink curling pond. The members of the recreation club raised the sum of £1,200 to have these works 

carried out. D&R Taylor got the contract to construct the curling pond at a cost of £591 with the cost 

of the new tennis courts being £500. 

In February 1934 the bowling pavilion was extended to provide Ladies toilets and additional space 

for visiting teams to change all at a cost of £300. The new extension was funded from funds in hand 

and by a large donation from the ladies and was opened on 29 June 1935 being Ladies Day. 

There was a fire in the bowling pavilion kitchen in January 1941 which resulted in an insurance claim 

of £122- 19- 0d. An assessor was appointed by the insurance company the North British & 

Mercantile Insurance C0 who was a member of the bowling club. The assessor agreed the claim and 

the insurance company paid the claim in full. Think there may be a conflict of interest here but don’t 

know if the insurance company knew of the assessors’ dealings with the club. 


